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There’s no sheltered workshops
in Vermont

This article is from Down Syndrome
Australia’s Voice magazine, August
2018.

Bryan Dague wrote the original
article. He works at the University
of Vermont, USA.

The article is about what happened
when the sheltered workshops in
Vermont were closed down.

We have written this article in an
easy to read way.

You can get help to read it.
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;;mm Sheltered workshops are separate
workplaces for people with
disabilities.

In Australia, they are called ADEs
or supported employment.
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They closed the workshops down
because they believed that people
with disabilities should be part of
the community.

This includes being able to work in
regular jobs with everyone else.

They started with one sheltered
workshop. They found other jobs in
the community for the people who
had worked there.

This went well, so lots of other
sheltered workshops all over
Vermont closed down too.




The Vermont government decided
not to give sheltered workshops
any more money. The last one
closed in 2002.

Instead, the government made very
good support programs to help
people with disabilities get jobs and
be successful in their work.

Some people get support to have
their own businesses.

The support programs believe that
everyone has skills and qualities
and is able to have a job.

The programs find out what people
are interested in, what they are
good at, and what they want to do.

This helps to find the right job.

The programs give people lots of
training and support to do their job
well.
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As well as having regular jobs, lots
of other good things are happening
for people with intellectual
disabilities in Vermont.

This includes being able to go to
college. This is further education
for people who have left school, like
TAFEs and universities.

The US government gives money
to colleges and universities to run
courses for people with intellectual
disabilities.

The University of Vermont runs a
course called Think College
Vermont.

Students at Think College do a two
year course where they learn useful
information, have sport and social
activities, and learn life and work
skills.

They also get to choose extra
things they want to learn as part of
their course.

They get a certificate at the end of
the course.



9 out of 10 Think College students
get jobs when they leave college.

This is because they have the
knowledge and skills that
employers look for.

Other colleges are now running the
course because it works so well.

Here are some stories about some
Think College students.

Stirling did Poetry and Film Studies
as part of the course at Think
College.

This helped her get the kind of work
she wanted when she left college.

Here is Stirling talking in a video:
https://youtu.be/Ajj7RIFWKYA

Matthew learned about farming and
food as part of his course. He also
helped at an emergency food store.

Since leaving college he has two
food service jobs as well as his own
egg business.



Andrew has been doing Cultural
Anthropology as part of his Think
College course. This is learning
about different groups of people,
their traditional foods and how they
live.

Andy is also a co-owner of a
business that makes and sells dog
treats. Andy’s Dandys
http://andysdandysvt.com

Students at Think College get lots
of support to do their courses.

This includes each student having a
peer mentor.

Peer mentors are other students at
the university. They are supporters,
role models and friends.

The peer mentors say that they
have learned a lot too.

They say they have really enjoyed
being a mentor and it has been a

very important experience in their
lives.



Bryan Dague, who wrote the
original article, says that closing the
workshops has helped everyone.

More people with disabilities in
regular jobs has led to people being
included in the community in many
other ways too.

He says it is important to start
inclusion early.

Given the chance and support,
people with intellectual disabilities
can do really well.

There’s no sheltered
workshops in Vermont

You can find links to more
information about this story in the
original article in Voice magazine.




