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What is this paper about?
It is a Position Paper. This is
information that explains a point of
view.
This paper is Down Syndrome
Australia’s position about school
education.
Down Syndrome Australia is the
national organisation that speaks out
for Australians with Down syndrome.
Down Syndrome Australia says that
children with Down syndrome should be
able to learn in the same schools
together with children without disability.
This is called inclusion.
This paper says why inclusion is
important.
It says what the government should do
so that all children can learn at school
together.
The information is written in an easy to
read way.
We use pictures to explain some ideas.
We explain words that are in bold.

You might like to get someone to help
to read this paper. This could be your
family, or a friend or support person.

Why do schools need to change?
In Australia children with disabilities go
to two main kinds of schools.
Some schools have inclusion, where
children with and without disabilities
learn in classrooms together. They are
sometimes called mainstream schools.
Some schools or parts of a school are
just for children with disabilities. These
can be called special schools, units or
classrooms.
Less than half of children with Down
syndrome go to mainstream schools.
But people have done research about
the different kinds of schools. The
research was people looking very
carefully to see what kind of schooling
works best.
The researchers say that children with
and without disabilities do better when
everyone is included in mainstream
schools.
The law says that children with
disabilities have the right to be at a
mainstream school with other children.
The law also says that schools have to
make changes so children with
disabilities can learn together with other
children in mainstream classrooms.

Sometimes parents choose for their
child to go to a special school.
Down Syndrome Australia understands
that parents make this choice for
different reasons.
One reason is that some regular
schools aren’t very good at including
children with disabilities.
Sometimes parents believe their child
will do better and be looked after better
at a special school.

Many parents say they do want their
child to be included in a mainstream
school. But it can be very hard to get
good inclusion.
And it is hard for the child and the
family to have to stand up for inclusion.
Parents shouldn’t have to fight for this
right.
All children have the right to learn in
mainstream schools together.
Children do better in mainstream
schools.
So the school system needs to change.

What needs to change?
Down Syndrome Australia says that the
government needs to change the
school system.
There should be one school system
where children with and without
disabilities can learn together.
DSA has made this list of what the
government needs to do.
•

Government must make the laws
and rules about children’s rights in
school education clearer and
stronger. People who break the laws
or rules should be in trouble for not
doing the right thing.

•

Teachers should get really good
training so they can help all children
to learn together in mainstream
schools.

•

Schools should help children with
disabilities to learn the same
subjects as other children. This
includes making any changes that
each child needs to help them
learn.

•

There needs to be a free way of
making complaints (for everyone,
including children) if schools and
education departments don’t do the
right thing.

•

Parents must be able to get
information and training about their
child’s rights, what is best for their
development and about advocacy.
This is learning to speak up for their
child and where to get services to
help them do this.

•

Government must make sure
mainstream schools get enough
money so that all children can be
included.

•

They should move special support
including specialist teachers to
mainstream schools.

•

Government should fund DSA and
other expert organisations to train
and support teachers.

•

Government needs to make a plan
with these goals. They must have a
timetable for doing this as quickly
as they can.

Would you like more information?
Contact Down Syndrome Australia
18/71 Victoria Crescent
Abbotsford VIC 3067
Email: info@downsyndrome.org.au

